Affordable housing ... James and Lindsay Wilson are constructing a new home in Beveridge, 12754

Beveridge booming

BY MICHAEL ESPOSITO

BEVERIDGE will continue to grow
regavdless of whether it becomes part
of the new Urban Growth Boundary.

That was the message al a commu-
nity meeting in Beveridge last week,

Mitchell Shire Council planning
and environment general manager lan
Scholes said the Mandalay housing
development was the first step in what
was expected to be a major housing
boom in the area,

“Council needs to keep addressing
tself to growth of Beveridge regard-
ess of whether UGB is passed,” he
said.

Mr Scholes told community mem-
sers that Beveridge would continue to

be developed and would be on a much
larger scale if it was included in the
UGB.

“IFUUGB does take place, facilities
will be increased. For example there
will be four water tanks in Mount
Fraser instead of one."

The State Government’s efforts to
pass the UGB amendment to the plan-
ning bill have stalled because of an
impasse between the government and
opposition on the proposed Growth
Area Infrastructure Contribution.

Mr Scholes said there might be a
resolution on the UGB in Parliament
on Tuesday.

The first residents are expected to
move into Mandalay this year.

James Wilson and his wife Lind-

say are expecting to move in as early
as July,

James said he stumbled on Man-
dalay by chance.

“1 was thinking about moving to
Craigieburn or Wallan, and on the
way to Wallan 1 passed Beveridge and
thought I’d go in and have a look,” he
said,

James said the affordability of
housing, even compared to neigh-
bouring suburbs, was the main reason
for him and his wife deciding to move
there,

IHe also said the historic buildings
in the old part of Beveridge and near-
by golf course appealed to him.

“The whole area was very invit-
ine ™ he eaid
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Because Beveridge is still classed
as regional, homebuyers are entitled
to $22,500 under the government
grant system.

Mandalay sales and marketing
manager Crystall Mousios said Man-
dalay has recorded positive sales
results with already three stages of the
development sold out since July last
year.

“We cannot be happier with the
way this community has been
received,” she said.

“To maintain sales through the
Christmas and New Year period is
unusual

A sewer connection will soon be
constructed from Mandalay to the
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